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OF THE MOST.Implementing an SPICC
diagnostic algorithm in an anaesthesiology

department: a prospective study. The objective
of this prospective descriptive study was to
evaluate the implementation of a diagnostic

algorithm that had been developed in an
anaesthesiology department. Re-use of
laboratory tests and procedures in the

implementation of the algorithm led to their
validation. The study included all inpatients

requiring general anaesthesia in a medical and
surgical intensive care unit of a university

hospital. The test and procedures were chosen
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by the anaesthesiologist. Drug doses were
adjusted by the anaesthesiologist and a nurse

anaesthetist who was assisted by the
anaesthesiologist during the procedure. A

2.5% glucose solution was infused as soon as
arterial pCO(2) increased to 4.5 kPa.

Respiratory rate was adjusted with an initial
value of 10 breaths per minute. When pCO(2)

remained high (5.3 kPa), pharmacological
respiratory support was considered. Each

procedure was performed by the
anaesthesiologist. One hundred and nine

patients were enrolled. Of these, 16
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